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Kathryn Furlong is Associate Professor in the De-
partment of Geography at the Université de Mon-
tréal and holder of the Canada Research Chair in 
Water and Urbanization. She holdsa PhD in human 
geography (UBC). Her research focuses on water 
supply from an economic geography and political 
ecology perspective, looking in particular at issues 
related to utility politics, service access and infra-
structure.
FMI, https://www.urbanwater.ca/english/

Christian Fertner, PhD, is Associate Professor in 
Urban and Regional Planning at the University of 
Copenhagen. His main interests include spatial pl-
anning, land use change, sustainable urban deve-
lopment, resource and energy efficient cities, smart 
cities, urban competitiveness, functional urban re-
gions, peri-urban areas and small towns. He has 
ten years’ experience from teaching and research 
in national as well as international projects.
FMI, http://ign.ku.dk/english/employees/landscape-
architectureplanning/?pure=en/persons/317763

Dr Simon Joss is Professor of Science & Technology 
Studies at the University of Westminster (London), and 
co-director of the International Eco-Cities Initiative. 
Simon’s research addresses the governance of, and 
policy-making for, environmental, economic and soci-
al sustainability, with special focus on urban develop-
ment. He is coordinator of the Leverhulme Trust-funded 
international research network Tomorrow’s City Today: 
An International Comparison of Eco-City Frameworks, 
and co-investigator of the ESRC-funded SMART ECO 
multi-centre research programme on smart cities.
FMI, http://www.westminster.ac.uk/ecocities
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Municipalities face important water sup-
ply challenges. One response has been to 
render utilities independent from munici-
pal government through alternative service 
delivery (ASD). For its proponents, ASD 
provides needed autonomy from municipal 

Wednesday, April 26th, 2017
16.15-17.45

Ruhr-Universität Bochum, HZO 100  

Many cities’ climate plans focus on direct 
energy consumption and emissions, while a 
large portion of energy consumed by its ci-
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16.15-17.45
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Interest in the smart city has grown rapidly 
across global regions, so much so that it has 
become a major paradigm of urban policy,   
planning and development. Among other alle-
ged benefits, smart city innovation is to help im-
prove resource efficiency and support the ‘gree-
ning’ of cities. However, critics have highlighted 
the risk of an overly technocratic approach to 
tackling urban challenges. In response, policy-
makers increasingly claim to prioritise ‘people’ 
in smart city development. This lecture enga-
ges with these recent developments, by explo-
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government; for its 
detractors, it is priva-
tization under another 
name. Yet the organi-
zational barriers offe-
red by ASD are at best 
leaky. This is shown 
through an examina-
tion of organizational 

models for water supply in Ontario and how 
they are affected by shifting governance 
and institutional environments. Rather 
than distinct entities that can be politically 
and economically separated, the study re-
veals water management and municipal 
governance to be deeply interdependent 
and contends that both must be strengthe-
ned to meet contemporary water supply 
challenges.

tizens is consumed 
elsewhere (e.g. when 
flying) or, even more 
important, indirect-
ly (embedded), e.g. in 
the form of material 
or food. Also, several 
contemporary studies 

show that the compact city can trigger ‘com-
pensating’ behaviour, reducing efficiency be-
nefits from e.g. more sustainable modes of 
daily transport. Against this background, we 
map and analyse the consumption of diffe-
rent energy-related goods and services and 
its most recent development trends. The 
analysis is based on data from the Danish 
Consumption Survey, spatial differentiated 
by urban areas. The results provide insight 
into energy-related consumption patterns, 
their change over time and spatial differen-
tiation, which can support the development 
of more comprehensive climate and energy 
policies at urban and regional scale.

ring the publicness 
of emerging practi-
ces across six UK ci-
ties. Their program-
mes are analysed 
as techno-public as-
semblages invoking 
variegated modalities 

of publicness. Our findings challenge the dys-
topian speculative critiques of the smart city, 
while indicating the dominance of ‘entrepre-
neurial’ and ‘service user’ modes of the public. 
We highlight the risk of bifurcation within smart 
city assemblages, such that the ‘civic’ and ‘poli-
tical’ roles of the public become siloed into less 
obdurate strands of programmatic activity.

Leaky Governance: Alternative Service 
Delivery and the Myth of Water Utility 
Independence

Towards Carbon Neutral Cities:
Trends and Counter-trends in Danish 
Cities

The Smart City and Its Publics: Insights 
from Across Six UK Cities


